~-.Blount _ .
W@ Partnership

Blount Partnership 2009 Highlights

For decades, the Blount County Partnership has worked together to help stimulate the economy, create
jobs and ensure a thriving business community. In 2009, the four partners continued recruitment efforts
to entice new businesses and tourists to come to Blount County, and they also introduced numerous
programs to help local businesses survive the economic downturn. The following highlights are
presented by the volunteer boards of directors of the Blount County Chamber of Commerce, the Blount

County Economic Development Board, the Smoky Mountain Convention and Visitors Bureau and the

Blount County Chamber Foundation.

The Chamber/Blount
Partnership is located at 201
S. Washington Street in
Maryville. This location
and the Townsend Visitors
Center location welcomes

more than 160,000 plus

visitors each year.
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Blount County Chamber of Commerce

“Teamwork is the most efficient way to get things done, and the Blount
Partnership is a perfect example,” says Bill Marrison, president of the Metropolitan
Knoxville Airport Authority and chair of the Blount County Chamber of Commerce.
“The Partnership saves money because it prevents unnecessary and duplicative overhead
expenses. Other municipalities and counties wish they had what we have. Every year, we
receive requests from other Chambers that turn to Blount County for a best-practices
example. Thanks to the work of hundreds of volunteers who devote countless hours to the
improvement of our community, the Chamber and its partners are intertwined to create a

strong economy.”



The Blount County Chamber of Commerce is the community’s front door. When people want to

know about business in Blount County, the first place they turn to is the Chamber, a proactive advocate

for businesses and economic growth. The Blount County Chamber works with 1,350-plus members and

six Councils to make a difference in the community.

Community Development Council — Activities at the Small

Business Development Center have been brisk, with more
than 400 requests for information and counseling. A
resolution requesting release of stimulus funds was
adopted; when funds were released, a workshop was held
on how to apply for small business loans. In addition, a
“Bankers Breakfast” offered information about small

business resources provided by the Chamber and other

agencies.

Community-wide events were held, including Taste

Bruce Hayes works weekly with Small Business

Owners in the areas of financing, marketing and

human resources.

of Blount, which featured 24 vendors. A Job Resource Day

More than 300 job seekers turned out for the

Chamber’s Job Resource Day.

gave more than 300 job seekers information, workshops and
expert advice for their job search. The Martin Luther King,

Jr. Celebration expanded to include seven events.

The Council also supported the community’s
environmental efforts, including Earth Round Up, with 800
people attending the zero-waste event. The Air Quality
Committee met quarterly, and environmental alerts were
issued when necessary. The Chamber helped plan the East
Tennessee Pollution Project Workshop and plans to

participate in the Tennessee Pollution Prevention

Partnership in 2010. Other plans include meetings on green infrastructure and environmentally friendly

landscapes.

Several groups within the Council worked on transportation issues, human resources programs,

housing and downtown development. In addition, Chamber staff met with local planners to discuss

collaboration and common goals in growth strategies, and Council members worked with key strategic

partners in the community that contribute to the overall quality of life in Blount County. Reflecting this

commitment to quality, the Chamber was awarded the Governor’s 3-Star Award and the is currently

undergoing the 30-year reaccreditation process with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.






